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Timetable for options for improving 
the RPI consultation  
 
The Office for National Statistics has today announced the timetable for the decision process on 
the National Statistician's consultation on options for improving the Retail Prices Index, which 
closed on 30 November 2012. Over 400 responses were received from a large number of 
individuals as well as a wide range of organisations, including trade unions, pension groups and 
private businesses. 
 
On 8 January 2013, the Consumer Prices Advisory Committee (CPAC) will meet to discuss ONS's 
response to the issues raised in the consultation. CPAC will consider the statistical points raised by 
respondents and ONS's reply to them and provide advice to the National Statistician.  
 
The National Statistician will announce her recommendation at 07.00 on 10 January 2013. If 
necessary, the recommendation will be sent to the Bank of England and then the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer for their consideration. 
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Background Notes  
 
1. For a copy of the full consultation document see: http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/about-

ons/user-engagement/consultations-and-surveys/archived-consultations/2012/owner-
occupiers-housing-costs/index.html  
 

2. Section 21 of the Statistics and Registration Service Act 2007 describes how:  
“(2) Before making any change to the coverage or the basic calculation of the retail prices 
index, the [Statistics] Board must consult the Bank of England as to whether the change 
constitutes a fundamental change in the index which would be materially detrimental to the 
interests of the holders of relevant index-linked gilt-edged securities. 
 
(3) If the Bank of England considers that the change constitutes a fundamental change in 
the index which would be materially detrimental to the interests of the holders of relevant 
index-linked gilt-edged securities, the Board may not make the change without the consent 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer.” 

 
3. National Statistics are produced to high professional standards set out in the Code of 

Practice for Official Statistics. They undergo regular quality assurance reviews to ensure 
that they meet customer needs. They are produced free from any political interference.  
© Crown copyright 2012. 
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